Connecticut Police Work Dog Association
“To assist, unite and promote police service dog teams”
Chief,
I am writing this letter to provide information that will hopefully assist you in approving the assignment of take home vehicles to your canine officers.  I would like to provide you with some personal information and information on CPWDA.     

I have been in law enforcement for 34 years, 28 of those years have been dedicated to canine law enforcement.  I have handled two dogs and was the supervisor of a 3 dog unit for 12 years.  I started CPWDA in 1991. I instruct and assist canine units on a national level, have trained police service dog teams for agencies from throughout the United States. My first priority is assisting canine teams in Connecticut, through training and education. 
CPWDA represents and trains approximately100 police canine teams from 50 Connecticut municipalities.  These canine teams receive their certification and in-service training through CPWDA. We additionally provide an accredited police canine trainer development program that is equivalent to that of three national police dog associations.   

CPWDA provides training in bomb detection, narcotics detection, tactical patrol dog, swat/k9 integration, canine liability updates, canine first aid and trauma care and risk management training for canine unit supervisors. We also provide classroom training to our members, at no cost to the member’s agency. 

The take home care program for police canine teams is invaluable to the department and the success of the canine unit. Any time the response of an off duty canine team can be reduced; your chances of successfully locating a missing person or suspect will increase. 

Having immediate communication with the on scene supervisor can assist the canine officer in setting up a perimeter, protecting a crime scene or being advised of a change in location of a suspect or missing person.   
Nationally, a canine team is looked upon as a self sufficient team. They should be able to sustain themselves on long deployments and carry with them all equipment needed to stay on line. Extra food, water, tactical equipment, harnesses, leashes, bullet resistant vests, foul weather gear and first aids kits for both the dog and handler. 

They are assigned their own car to contain and transport their partner in a safe and expedient manner when notified to respond off duty. The equipment carried is substantial in quantity and needs to be fitted and geared toward the individual canine and officer.

It is not recommended to transport multiple dogs in one cruiser. Dogs carry parasites and illnesses that are passed on by feces, urine and saliva left in the rear containment unit.  In one case I know of three dogs that were infected and were taken off line due to a parasite transmitted via feces left on the containment unit. 
Additionally, most police canines are male. They are very territorial and are known to mark their territory by urinating over the last spot another dog has gone or has been. The containment unit it is very much like a kennel, very limited space. This may increase the events of marking.
Having canine officers transport their dogs to and from work and call outs, in their personal vehicle, is a burden to the officer and his family. It should be contained and transported safely in the police cruiser. 

Any agency makes a substantial investment when they undertake a canine unit. Your teams have proven very effective and a valuable asset.  With this investment in mind, having immediate off duty access to your canine teams will increase their effectiveness even more. 

If you have any further questions or concerns, you may contact me at 860-608-9049.

Respectfully,

Off. Wm. Nott Jr.                                                                                                                                                                       Ledyard P.D.                                                                                                                                                                          Master Trainer, NAPWDA                                                                                                                                                    N.L.P.D. K9 Sgt./Ret.

